Where's Sharon? 3D art 
installations on campus. 
Story on page 6 


NECC celebrated 
Halloween with parties on 
both campuses. 
Story on page 7 


What's so scary? 
Certainly not the 
monsters in ‘Goosebumps’ 
Review page 12 
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NECC IS PRO 
TO RECOGNIZE 
FACULTY, STAFF 


AND STUDENT 
VETERANS! 


General Staff Meeting 
Presentation on Veteran & 
Military Students 

November 9, 2015 
12-1PM 
TC103 & LC301 
Geared for faculty and staff 
to help better understand our 
Veteran and Active Service 
Military Students. 
Darkness and Light, a 
Documentary film by Thi 
Linh Wernau 
November 10, 2015 
6-8:30PM 
C-Building, Lecture Hall A 
Wernau interviews eleven 
wounded veterans through 
the lens of her photography 
series, “You. Are. Beautiful.” 
—a project celebrating the 
human spirit and beauty in all 
people. Free refreshments will 
be available. Please RSVP to 
engagement@necc.mass.edu. 
Veterans Appreciation 
Luncheon 
November 12, 2015 
12-1PM 
TC103 
Please RSVP. 

Men’s Basketball Game 
vs. Mass Bay Community 
College 

November 12, 2015 
6PM 
Sport & Fitness Center 
Veterans and Military 
Members will be honored 
during half-time. There will 
be a fund-raiser for Operation 
Hat Trick, supporting wound- 
ed soldiers. There will also be 
some free giveaways for Veter- 
ans and Military Members! 
For more information, 
please contact the host of this 
event, the Student Engage- 
ment Center 978-556-3731 or 
engagement@necc.mass.edu. 
Check us out on Facebook 
under NECCEngage. 


Za 


Faculty and staff 
union seeks end to 


contract issues 
By Kim WuiTtTING 
Editor-in-Chief 

At community colleges 
throughout the state of Massachu- 
setts, 1,400 professors, librarians 
and other full time profession- 
al staff members are currently 
working without a contract. 

“The contract expired at the 
end of June. We continued to 
meet with the state over July and 
August and into September with 
still no opening financial offer 
from the state,” said Joseph LeB- 
lanc, “...at some point, the (union) 
began to lose patience.” 

LeBlanc is a professor at 
NECC. He was the faculty advis- 
er for the Observer for 14 years 
and he is currently the president 


© 


of the Massachusetts Community 
College Council (MCCC), which 
is the union that represents facul- 
ty and staff at the 15 community 
colleges in Massachusetts. 

A full time professor since 
1988, LeBlanc said that he was 
unhappy with the policies toward 
higher education in the state un- 
der Gov. William Weld and took 
action by joining the union. 

“J pursued a pathway to be- 
come the president of the state- 
wide union because I was not 
happy, but that was a long time 
ago. We were going through a lot 
of years with no raises,” he said. 

After four years as the vice 
president and nearly 10 years as 
the MCCC president, LeBlanc 
said that this year is the longest 
the negotiations have dragged on 
during his career with the union. 

Contracts are negotiated ey- 
ery three years and although the 
adjunct (part-time) professors 


are also covere 

contract, the contracts are not 
in sync, so theirs was negotiat- 
ed about two years ago, without 
incident, under Gov. Deval Pat- 
rick’s administration. The adjunct 
professors are receiving a 4 per- 
cent raise in January. 

LeBlanc said, “I don’t want to 
judge the incoming governor too 
harshly, but time will tell if he'll 
be a friend to public higher ed 
and particularly a friend to com- 
munity colleges. 

“We'll see, but as of right 
now, I’m not enjoying the expe- 
rience of these contract talks at 
all. They’re dragging on for too 
long.” 

LeBlanc went on to say that 
during times of economic crisis, 
the union has been patient and 
willing to accept that the state 
could not afford a larger increase 
in pay and that they have even 
gone long periods of time without 


Being an adjunct professor 


Adjuncts do 
none of the benefits 


By Saran Tiso AND Kim WHITING 
Features Editor and Editor-in-Chief 
In Massachusetts, the number of full time facul- 
ty at the community colleges is 1,400 statewide and 
part-timers total 5,200 statewide, according to the 
Massachusetts Community Council website. 
Adjunct professors teach about two-thirds of the 
classes taught at the state’s 15 community colleges, 
according to the MCCC. They are part-time employ- 
ees, paid per class. They receive none of the same 
benefits as full-time employees, such as healthcare 


and pension plans, for example. 


Joe LeBlanc is a full-time professor at NECC and 


same work with 


president of the Massachusetts Community College 


Council (MCCC). This union represents both the full 
time and adjunct professors, as well as other profes- 


in the state. 


LeBlanc said, 


sional staff and faculty, at all 15 community colleges 


“We have sued the state for (health 
insurance coverage for adjuncts) and we did not win 
that suit. I think all health care ought to be free. A lot 
of it is driven by profit.” 

State law classifies the adjuncts as contract em- 
ployees; therefore, the state is not required to pro- 
vide them with health insurance. “I don’t agree with 
the law, but we have been working to change that 
law and the universal health care law we have now 


helped to an extent.” 


(Continued on page 8) 


ty @ y Photo by Name Name 
The Massachusetts Community College Council union held a second informational picket on Thursday, Oct. 22 from 


8:30 - 9 a.m. Faculty and staff held signs in front of the main entrance on the Haverhill campus to raise awareness about 
contract negotiations. The contract expired in June and negotiations are Bago: : 
under a union 


a contract in the past. The terms 
of the previous contract continue 
to apply until a new agreement 
is reached. However, LeBlanc 
said, “During normal times, we 
expect to have a contract in place 
for a 3 year period... we’re not 
expecting to get a 10 percent pay 
increase but we’re at least expect- 
ing to have a fair deal.” 
(Continued on page 5) 


Welcome, 
_Nowinski 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
Former Harvard football 
player and WWE wrestler, 
Chris Nowinski, came to 
NECC to talk about his ex- 
periences with head injuries 
and to raise awareness 
about the long term effects 
of concussions. Read the 
full story on page 10. 
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Training grounds | [etter: Alum concerned 
about police presence 


By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-In-Chief 


When the Methuen Police Acad- 
emy began training on campus last 
year, students had a lot of questions 
about who they are and why they are 
on the NECC campus and whether 
they have to buy a permit to park in 
the lot. People had questions, but no 
serious complaints. 

Maybe they were marching in the 
hallway too loudly and a teacher 
had to shut a door. Sometimes, they 
would take up too much of the road 
leading into the parking lot during 
their morning run. 

Also, the parking lot was more 
crowded. We love to talk about the 
parking lot. 

All of that aside, the general con- 
sensus seemed to be that they need 
to train somewhere, after all, and we 
didn’t see that much of them around 
campus, since they mostly kept to 
themselves on the first floor of the 
E building. Having the Police Acad- 
emy on campus last year was really 
a non-issue. 

In September, though, the Essex 
County Sheriff’s department moved 
into the E building and the Methuen 


Police Academy moved to the first 
floor of the Spurk building. Stu- 
dents used to seeing uniforms and 
training exercises on campus didn’t 
even notice the addition at first ex- 
cept to say that the training was a 
lot louder now, and far more visible, 
since trainees were now using Lec- 
ture Hall A, the quad, the athletic 
field, even the tennis court. And, of 
course, the parking lot. 

Still, one student admitted, it was 
no more disruptive than when a leaf 
blower is passing by your class- 
room. So nobody really complained. 

All of that has changed over the 
past couple of weeks, though, as the 
level of aggression and violence ex- 
pressed in the training exercises has 
grown to uncomfortable levels and 
caused many students and faculty 
to ask much more serious questions 
about the appropriateness of these 
training activities being conducted 
on an active college campus. Espe- 
cially one that houses an active day- 
care center. 

Observer staff will look into this 
over the next weeks and we will try 
to answer all of your questions in 
the next issue. 
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“| like to go shopping. 
If 1 look good, I feel good.” 
Rose ALICEA 
Early Education 


“Bowling.” 


DANIELLE LAMIRANDE 
Deaf Studies 


Dear Editor, 

I’m a recent NECC alum, and 
I came back to campus a few 
weeks ago to visit some teachers 
and friends. When I was walking 
across campus with my friend to 
get to her class, I noticed the po- 
lice recruits, who had just moved 
onto the NECC campus the year I 
graduated, were practicing combat 
routines on the quad in between B 
and C buildings. 

I was alarmed that they were 
practicing these loud and disrup- 
tive activities in the proximity of 
classes, in a space where small 
children from the daycare cen- 
ter play and take walks, and in a 
space where students eat lunch and 
socialize. 

The recruits should be practic- 
ing these loud routines far away 
from classrooms and students be- 
cause they can be disruptive to 
a learning environment and can 
cause anxiety and panic attacks in 
students with conditions like gen- 


about spring.” 


Liberal Arts 


“Take a trip to San 
Village.” 


Davip PorTeR 


_ Roaming Reporter 


“Watch TV and think 


Outvia Moses 


Human Services 


eral anxiety disorder, agoraphobia 
and PTSD. 

I was also not pleased to find 
out that the recruits regularly book 
Lecture Hall A to the point where 
it is becoming very difficult for 
student clubs to use the room for 
academic meetings and events. 
Lecture Hall A is an important 
space for events, especially for the 
Liberal Arts, and the students at 
NECC should have priority. 

I can only hope that Lane Glenn, 
David Gingerella and Bill Heine- 
man will address the students’ 
concerns with respect and prompt 
action. 


Sincerely, 

Faith Gregory 

Communications and Political 
Science Alumna 

Former Editor-in-Chief of the 
NECC Observer 

Former President of Contempo- 
rary Affairs Club 


How do you avoid the 
winter blues? 


“Random snow football 
games.” 


ANGEL BAEZ 
Liberal Arts 


ta’s “Lightsaber duels!” 


Nate MILLER 
General Studies; Art 
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The struggle of the 
photography industry 


By RACHEL ROZAVSKY 
Opinions Editor 


Photography majors face career challeng 


Lance Hidy, director of the Art 
Design & Photography Depart- 
ment at Northern Essex, says low 
enrollment is causing photogra- 
phy classes to be cancelled. 

“I wish there was a way stu- 
dents could spread the word,” 
Hidy says. As someone who has 
always had a passion for the 
arts, I would love to be able to 
take more photography courses, 
if only they would fill. Hidy’s 
background has led him to have a 
lifelong passion for the arts. “As 
a child, I learned reading through 
comic books,” he said. 

“Tt would look at the pictures 
and that’s how I would figure out 
the storyline.” 

Because of this, he started to 


read more and more about pho- 
tography, as well as watching 
Disney animated movies and 
television shows. 

NECC offers six courses in 
photography, and can also help 
students obtain internship oppor- 
tunities in the field. 

Some of the internships of- 
fered are a yearbook company 
where a student gets to edit pho- 
tos and community theatre where 
they get to experience taking real 
headshots. 

Some are even paid! I think 
this is an amazing idea, because 
photography is such a hard field 
to get into. 

Not only do you get to experi- 
ence the real world, but network 
and gain connections that can 
help your future in the industry. 

NECC student Lissangy Ro- 
driguez has had a passion for 
photography since her sopho- 
more year of high school. 


“I had an absolutely phe- 
nomenal instructor named Brian 
Trainor, who made me start to see 
the world as an opportunity for 
art,” she said. 

“My sophomore year of high 
school I had friends that were 
graduating and in the need of se- 
nior portraits.” 

“They were incredibly dis- 
mayed they had to pay $200 for 
their portraits, so I then offered to 
take their photos, which made me 
realize that this is my true call- 


ing.” 

Since then, Rodriguez has 
started her own photography 
business. The biggest struggle of 
obtaining a business is defending 
her price; some people tend to 
undervalue the craft, which can 
make it difficult to make a living. 

“This is a strange cultural 
norm that makes some people be- 
lieve art is not as valuable as it 
really is,” she said. 


CS _ 


Photo by Rachel jess 


One of these photos was taken with a phone and one with 
a digital camera. Can you tell them apart? 


As someone who is an art- 
ist and working on obtaining a 
sturdy organization, it’s one of 
the hardest jobs to keep steady 
customers and compromise on a 
reason price. 

Rodriguez has grown her com- 


pany by social media and word of 
mouth. 

“T absolutely love making (my 
customers) all feel great about 
themselves,” she said. “I try to 
make every photoshoot an expe- 
rience.” 


A review of NECC’s Cabaret event 


NECC held its 12th 
Cabaret event on 
Oct. 22 


By Racuet Rozavsky 
Opinions Editor 

The Cabaret took place at the- 
Hartleb Technology Building, 
last Thursday, Oct. 22 

The director of the event was 
Alisa Bucchiere, who is in charge 
of the Music Department at 
NECC. Bucchiere said she loves 
to see the diversity each year with 
Cabaret. 

“lve seen everything from 
Chinese rap to tap dancing,” Buc- 


Lee lia!!! 


I’ve seen everything from Chinese rap to 


= a a aes 


chiere said. 

The show was $5, and all pro- 
ceeds went to the Music Choral 
Club so they have an opportunity 
to see a live show. 

I was surprised by the low 
amount of people in the audience, 
but it might have been because it 
followed on a Thursday night in- 
stead of a weekend. 

The first act had a rough start 
and didn’t have many strong per- 
formers. 

Luckily it ended with a great 
finish from Bryanna Brown, Am- 
bar Marte Vargas, and Carli Ham- 
ilton. Hamilton, who is a Music 
Therapy and Vocal Performance 


tap dancing. 
- Alisa Bucchiere 


This paper is your voice, too! 


We want to see what you have to say. 


eee OOO e#e8 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


major, blew the audience away 
with her “The Last Five Years” 
Broadway cover of “Still Hurt- 
ing.” 

She is working on finishing 
her general courses and plans on 
transferring to Berklee College of 
Music in January. 

The second act 
was by far my fa- 
vorite. I felt the i 
performers were a fi 
lot stronger. espe- & 
cially Liza Lyne- 
han who sang Lady 
Gaga’s Glitter in 
the Air. 

But my alltime 


favorite who ended the show 
was Carli Hamilton, who sang 
“Watch What Happens” from the 
hit Broadway show Newsies. 

As someone who grew up en- 
joying music, I always find my- 
self critiquing. whether it’s a cab- 


aret show or just watching people 
sing on television. 

The next Cabaret show will 
take place on April 4, 2016 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Hartleb Tech 
Center. 


Attend an open house 


at 5:30 pm. 


ARCHITECTURE 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 


INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE 


DESIGN STUDIES 


on Thursday, November 12 


ss 


INNOVATIVE STUDIES 


BOSTON 
ARCHITECTURAL 
COLLEGE 


* REAL DESIGN 
- 


Register Now | 


the-bac.edu/innovate 
617.585.0123 
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Kenoza Street detour continues 


Construction at the 
end of Kenoza Street 


may cause delays 
By Kim WHITING 
Editor-in-Chief 

In the Oct. 7 issue, The Ob- 
server ran a News Byte stating 
that the “Kenoza Street entrance 
will be closed indefinitely.” This 
headline was confusing and mis- 
leading. 

Later that day, NECC Facil- 
ities Management sent an email 
stating, in part, that “The Kenoza 
Street entrance to the college will 
remain closed indefinitely.” 

This is incorrect. The entrance 
to Kenoza Street was closed from 
the Amesbury Road end, but the 
entrance to the college itself has 
not been affected at either the 
Technology Center parking lot, or 
the C Building lot entrances. 

The Observer takes respon- 
sibility for printing the mislead- 
ing information that likely led to 
this mistake. We apologize for 
any inconvenience caused by the 
confusion and felt that it merited 
clarification. 

On Monday, Oct. 5, Kenoza 
Street was closed to traffic enter- 
ing from Amesbury Road at the 
west, or northwest, end. A police 


officer was on duty ensuring that 
vehicles did not enter from that 
end and also detouring traffic 
coming from the southeast end 
around the utility crew that was 
working there. 

This was not the first day the 
road had been closed there. Sev- 
eral days the week before, stu- 
dents complained that it took sev- 
eral extra minutes to get to school 


due to the detour, and expressed 
curiosity about how long it would 
continue, prompting me to ask 
the officer on duty that day for 
information. 

The officer, whose name I 
neglected to obtain, stated that 
the utility crew is scheduled to 
be on this job “indefinitely.” He 
explained that the crew will not 
rush, as they are working on a 


a Ts 


Student Senate News 


The Student Senate meets every Wednesday from 3-5 p.m. in A112 on the Haverhill 
Campus and L244 on the Lawrence campus. Both rooms are equipped with a video feed 
allowing for live conferencing between the two groups of students. 

The role of the senators is to serve as representatives of the student body to help 
promote the best possible relationship between students on both campuses, faculty and 


staff. 


Exerpts from the Oct. 14 meeting minutes: 


* Senate welcomes Lane Glenn as a guest 
* Glenn mentions that if someone finds a textbook at a certain price elsewhere, Fol- 


lett will match that price 


* Sam Ricioppi Sp eabee! the idea of having a student-cadet luncheon 
* Ricioppi asked about proper accommodations for people with disabilities with re- 


gards to entering the school 


* Ray Florent asked about paint that was to be painted on the field for the students 


playing football 


* Chad Gorham asked about the nap pale drills that NECC has; he proposed a 
more realistic crisis, such as a potential shooting/gunman on campus 
* Glenn asked for the insight of the Senate with regards to the idea of shooter detec- 


tion systems 
*G 


lenn mentioned the amount of reported crimes that annually occur on both North- 


ern Essex campuses; a mean of 5 for Haverhill, and 3 for Lawrence 


The Student Senate website has not yet been updated. The current Senate officers are as follows: 


Vice President, Haverhill - Sam Racioppi 
Marketing Chair - Jasmine Polanco 


Treasurer - William Pound 


Programming Chair, Haverhill - Nate Miller 


President - Chad Gorham * 
Vice President, Lawrence - Jordan Castro 
Secretary - Grant Bellino 


Parliamentarian - Ray Florent 


Senators - Nate Miller, Jonathan Matos, Elvis Medina 


Programming Chair, Lawrence - Jackie Torres 


All members of the NECC community are encouraged to attend the meetings, or to contact the sena- 


tors at the following locations: 


Haverhill, D125 


978-556-3731 


Lawrence, L133 
978-738-7417 


“The mission of the NECC Student Senate is to promote the interests of the students, improve student 
participation in decision making and encourage the integration between students, facullty, staff and cam- 
pus organizations while uniting both campuses in the creatoin of positive change.” 

*Chad Gorham is also the Campus Life editor of the NECC Observer. 


gas main, and that the work will 
continue “all the way down the 
street,” indicating that students 
should expect delays to continue. 

While the road was closed for 
a few more days that week, the 
crew disappeared shortly after- 
wards, taking their detour with 
them. A large metal plate on the 
road, a few pieces of pipe and 
half a dozen orange cones were 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
Utility work and road closings will continue at the north/northwest end of Kenoza Street. 
Traffic is expected to be diverted to Elliot Street periodically until the middle of November. 


the only evidence left of the crew 
for nearly two weeks. 

Seeking clarification of what 
students should expect in the 
coming weeks, Observer staff 
contacted John Pettis, head of 
Haverhill DPW’s engineering 
department. In a telephone in- 
terview, Pettis stated that he 
contacted National Grid on our 
behalf and was told that they are 
replacing a regulator pit and ap- 
proximately 40 - 50 feet of pipe. 

Crews were delayed while 
waiting for a part to be delivered 


but they were back on duty on~ 
Wednesday. Oct. 21 and the re- — 


placement part was expected to 
be delivered and installed on Fri., 
Oct. 23. 


National Grid is expected to 


continue working for 2-3 weeks — 


from that date, with an addition- 
al week of road work to follow, 
meaning that the work will con- 
tinue through the first half of No- 
vember. 

The college entrances will not 
be affected, but traffic at this end 
of Kenoza Street will be delayed 
or diverted periodically during 
this time. Commuters who take 
this route should leave them- 
selves extra time. 


Paying 
homage to 
veterans 


By KELLY SCHWING 
News Editor 


NECC will be celebrating Vet- 
eran and Military Appreciation 
Week from Nov. 9 to Nov. 12. 

On Monday, there will be 
a panel of veterans answering 
questions about _ transitioning 
from military life to student life 
in TC103 and L244 at noon. This 
event is open to faculty, staff and 
veterans. 

“Darkness and Light,” a doc- 
umentary focusing on post-9/11 
veterans by Thi Linh Wernau, 
will be shown on the Haverhill 
campus Tuesday at 6 p.m. in Lec- 
ture Hall A. The Sports and Fit- 
ness Center will simultaneously 
be holding a basketball game to 
honor veterans. During the game, 
there will be a fundraiser for Op- 
eration Hat Trick, an organization 


that helps support wounded sol- 
diers and their families. Veterans 
will be honored during halftime. 

On Wednesday, the college 
will be closed in honor of service 
members past and present. 

To wrap up Veteran and Mil- 
itary Appreciation Week, there 
will be a luncheon honoring stu- 
dent, faculty and staff veterans 
and active military members in 
TC103 from noon to | p.m. on 
Thursday. 

Anyone interested in attending 
the film or the luncheon should 
contact the Student Engagement 
Center at (978) 556-3731 or en- 
gagement@necc.mass.edu to 
RSVP. 

The Veteran Service Organiza- 
tion meets every other Monday at 
5:30 p.m. in SC213 in Haverhill. 


SS rn 


My hope was to portray veterans in a new 
light as beautiful human beings. 
- Thi Linh Wernau, director 


— 
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Union contract issues continue to escalate 


(continued from page 1) 

A fair deal would give the 
employees a 3.5 percent pay in- 
crease each year of the three year 
contract, according to LeBlanc, 
which would mimic the 2014 
contract accepted by their coun- 
terparts in other higher education 
settings. 

“The current financial offer 
from the state is 2 percent in year 
one, 2.5 percent in year two and 
2.5 percent in year three,” he said. 

“Everyone else in higher ed, 
UMass, the state universities and 
so forth, came to terms in 2014 at 
3.5 percent, 3.5 percent, 3.5 per- 
cent. 

“That was under a previous 
administration so this is a new 
group but we’re trying to push for 
the 3.5 percent.” . 

LeBlanc does not think that 
an increase in professor’s salary 
would translate to an increase in 
student fees, since they are voted 
on by the trustees based on the 
amount of state funding received 
that year and not so much on ac- 
tual operating costs. 

Since classes began in Sep- 
tember, many NECC professors 
have been wearing buttons in an 
effort to raise awareness about 
the issues. In October, the protest 
became far more visible when a 
dozen or so faculty members be- 


gan to hold informational pickets 
in front of the main entrance of 
the Haverhill campus encourag- 
ing people to beep and wave “‘to 
communicate to the president and 
his team that this needs to stop,” 
LeBlanc said. 

These pickets were informa- 
tional only. Teachers are not al- 
lowed to go on strike, since they 
are public employees. 

On the other side of the is- 
sue, The Massachusetts Board 
of Higher Education (MBHE) 
has a committee of 10 members 
who are appointed by the college 
presidents. The board includes 
lawyers, provosts of academic af- 
fairs, human resource profession- 
als and a spokesperson for the 
MBHE and includes NECC head 
of human resources. 

NECC President Lane Glenn 
is the chair of the president’s 
council. He reports to the board 
on the current state of affairs and 
he comments on issues that come 
up related to the community col- 
leges. Glenn is also one of three 
members that serve on the presi- 
dent’s labor relations committee, 
according to LeBlanc. 

Glenn did not respond to an 
Observer email prior to the print- 
ing of this article. 

Fed up after months with no 
results, faculty overfilled confer- 


ence rooms on both the Haver- 
hill and Lawrence campuses on 
Monday, Oct. 26 and voted unan- 
imously to implement “work to 
rule.” 

This is when everyone agrees 
to do their job only to the letter 
of what the contract requires. 
“People frequently do a whole 
lot more than (what the contract 
requires). They may take on extra 
advisees, they might do all kinds 
of things that are in technical vi- 
olation of the contract, but it’s 
because we’re here to help the 
students,” said LeBlanc. 

He does not think that the stu- 
dents will be much affected by 
this development, since the pro- 
fessors are contractually required 
to hold office hours and to serve 
on one committee or club any- 
way. 

“We were on work to rule a 
couple of times when I was the 
adviser of the paper and I contin- 
ued to work with the students to 
help them put out the paper since 
that was part of my job ... I could 
have cut back, but I chose not to,” 
LeBlanc said, since the number 
of hours that he put in far exceed- 
ed what was required of him. 

The only potential effect to 
students this year is that profes- 
sors may limit their email re- 
sponses to office hours and use 
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an automated message to answer 
for them when they are not on the 
clock. 

The potential also exists for 
some extra clubs or field trips to 
be suspended, if a professor is 
carrying more than what is re- 
quired of them, but LeBlanc said 
that the administration is far more 
likely to feel the effects of this 
than the students. 

“Tt will take us a few weeks 
to iron out the kinks of work to 
tule so that more and more peo- 
ple might become aware of it,” 
LeBlanc said. “People will still 
be teaching, they’ Il be doing their 
job, they’ ll be holding their office 
hours.” 

The difference, he explained, 
is that while they will still be 
serving on their college commit- 
tee’s, their only input will be to 
move to adjourn them. If anyone 
seconds a motion to adjourn, it 
forces the committee to vote. If 
the committee votes to adjourn 
then the work of that particular 
committee will not get done. 

Work to rule is now in effect 
at about half of the community 
colleges across the state and is 
expected to grow over the com- 
ing weeks to include nearly all of 
them. 

“We’ve been trying to grind 
this out, we really have,” said 


LeBlanc, “but we just thought, 
it’s time to proceed down the 
road to do some picketing, to go 
on work to rule.” 

LeBlanc said, “Nobody likes 
this, but from now on in, you’re 
going to have people going to 
(a meeting) and they’ll move to 
adjourn. So, technically, they’re 
there, but they want to cause the 
colleges and the state some pain 
here, some friction, cause some 
anxiety, you know.” 

Political Science professor 
Stephen Slaner said, “I see the 
problem at NECC as a function 
of the state policy on higher ed- 
ucation in general, and having a 
Republican governor isn’t all that 
helpful.” 

He deferred to LeBlanc for 
comments on the specifics of the 
current negotiations. 

LeBlanc said that teachers 
have gone years without a con- 
tract in the past “during really 
hostile administrations” and he 
pointed out that Gov. Charlie 
Baker was on the staff of former 
Gov. William Weld during one 
such time. 

“Tm hoping that he (Gov. 
Baker) values public higher ed 
and really values the community 
colleges and the role that we play. 
The smartest thing to do, I think, 
is to come to terms ASAP.” 
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3D art has a renaissance on campus 


Three-dimensional 
art provides a new 


medium for students 
By Resecca WESTERMAN 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Passersby may have taken 
notice of some unconventional 
sights, such as Sharon the slum- 
bering student, and the noncha- 
lant tree in a wheelbarrow around 
campus on their travels to classes 
or in between. 

The creative minds responsi- 
ble for the slightly unnerving and 
fascinating sculptures are none 
other than students in the 3D De- 
sign course offered at NECC. 

The course offers a diverse 
experience that is different from 
other art courses. It incorporates 
kinesthetic skills, with abstract 
and creative projects that allow 
the artists freedom to express 
themselves with their hands. 

“There is more freedom in this 


challenge and something I hadn’t 
anticipated,” said Kozdra. 

Perhaps students and staff 
have seen some of his work, such 
as the “Wolf Man,” which had 
originally been planned to have 
been coming out of the bushes. 

The administration, however, 
didn’t want to frighten people 
with the Wolf Man coming out 
of the bushes, so the project was 
changed a little bit. 

“We were all in groups. My 
group made the Wolf Man. Pretty 
much we took a Halloween skull 
and plastered it, and added a nose 
and ears and made it look like a 
wolf face,” said Kozdra. 

The tree in a wheelbarrow in 
the far end of the C Building is 
the handiwork of Dylan McDou- 
gall, art major and current TA of 
the 3D Design course. 

“Tt’s been great, I have been 
a TA for this class twice. I like 
working with Dianne for sure, it’s 
almost like how in the Renais- 


To define or describe what an art piece 
is supposed to be defeats the purpose. To 
censor art is a problem. 

- Dianne Pappas 


45 


than, say, a structured art class. 
My favorite project was the in- 
stallation of a metal spider web 
with sea glass spider in a tree, 
and that was two years ago,” said 
Matthew Willwerth, who took the 
class as a student and returned as 
a teacher’s assistant. 

The classroom was bustling 
with activity, with students like 
Zachary Kozdra, art major, work- 
ing on projects: using their hands 
to mold clay, cut wood and attach 
random materials together to cre- 
ate masterpieces, 

“ve always liked art, and 
when I got into this class | 
thought I was gonna be drawing 
more than actual crafting but now 
that I know it’s more crafting I’m 
much more into it. it’s like a new 


sance all the artists worked under 
another artist so it’s kinda cool to 
have that effect working under an 
artist who is in the field and doing 
their thing. I’ve definitely learned 
a lot about sculpture and build- 
ing,” said McDougall. 

A preference of his is work 
with natural materials like sticks 
from trees, which influences his 
art in a beautiful and naturalistic 
way. 

“T work a lot with sticks and 
that kind of thing. I’ve always 
been that guy that did that thing 
with the sticks so I kinda stuck to 
it,” said McDougall. 

Dianne Pappas became an art 
professor at NECC in 2013. 

“My particular area of art that 
I work in is sculpture and instal- 


Photo by Nicholas Stuart 


The “Parachute Man,” one of the installation projects done 


by the 3D Design course. 


lation. I went to graduate school 
at Maryland Institute College 
of Art (MICA) and got an MFA 
(Masters of Fine Art). It was an 
interdisciplinary program, we 
could work in whatever medium 
we wanted but that’s sort of what 
I ended up liking to do. While I 
was there I became interested in 
teaching and did a teaching in- 
ternship with a professor. 

“When I got out I started look- 
ing for jobs, and it’s uncommon 
to find a job opening for 3D and 
sculpture. It seems there are many 
more jobs in multimedia and that 
sort of thing. So this was right up 
my alley, and I applied and got 
the job. 

“At the time, NECC was try- 
ing to boost their 3D offerings be- 
cause we had a lot of painting and 
drawing and digital classes, but 
there really wasn’t an emphasis 
on 3D,” said Pappas. The great 
thing about 3D art is that you 
don’t really need prior art expe- 
tience to make something really 
cool and explore your creative 
side. 

“You can come and take these 
courses without any experience. 
You just have to come with an 
open mind, sometimes that’s 
hard! It’s hard to build things! 

“We talk about this all the 
time: people take a drawing 
course or a painting course, ev- 
eryone can get a mark down on a 
paper and it may not necessarily 
be a beautiful thing but you can 
do that and it’s much harder to 
build things in space and actually 
have the aesthetic outcome. 

“Tt’s frustrating and it takes 
some more experimentation and 
time and work at it. That’s not 
to say you don’t put the same 
amount of effort into 2D cours- 
es but its different,” said Pappas, 
with a laugh. 

“A struggle often encountered 
with the 3D class is the fine line 
between where an_ installation 
can go and if it is appropriate. 
Often times, a sculpture will be 
removed after only a day ....We 
have a lot of limitations now, 
with the facilities because for in- 
stance last semester we had a stu- 
dent who worked on a homeless 
man project. 

“We didn’t get anything ap- 
proved, the students didn’t know 
where they wanted to put this 
guy, they put him outside and 
within 10 minutes the first person 
to run into him was the dean, who 
called security. 

“Tt just went on all day, secu- 
rity started getting calls, people 
were worried about this homeless 
person creeping around on cam- 
pus. There was signage however; 
it was very well done so people 
didn’t read the sign. 

“They must have seen the 
cardboard sign with Sharpie and 
figured he was homeless. Be- 
cause of that, I feel like we now 
have some new limitations be- 
cause of the element of surprise 
and fear,” said Pappas. 

However, the recent climate 
of high vigilance around college 


Photo by Nicholas Stuart 


This piece of art, titled “Bottle in a Ship,” stands near the 


Tech Center parking lot. 


Photo by Nicholas Stuart 


“Sleeping Sharon” has given many students a scare on 


the Haverhill campus. 


campuses gives reason for why 
there are limitations on what can 
be installed and what cannot, she 
said. 

“We have shootings like what 
just happened in Oregon, so peo- 
ple are afraid, I think there is an 
element of fear, and security and 
sensitivity in the community, so 
I understand the administration’s 
standpoint, but we’ re just trying to 
get people to look,” said Pappas. 

Installation involves  sculp- 
ture, it involves the site that you 
place the piece in. It’s creating an 
experience for the person who is 
looking at it. 

The point is to make a person 
stop in their tracks and do a dou- 
ble-take, or in some way relate to 
it. 

Sometimes the most poignant 
pieces are those a person sees 
when they are least expecting it, 
and to take a moment to observe. 


“IT feel like that happens with 
the installation projects. | think 
that you do a double-take, which 
is great. 

“We want people to think 
about what they just saw and 
what they’re not used to seeing 
and to think about that. People 
are familiar with Sharon now, but 
the familiarity kind of defeats the 
purpose in it. It’s not that you’re 
looking for an element of sur- 
prise, it’s more something you 
discover and an experience you 
have. 

“To define or describe what 
an art piece is supposed to be de- 
feats the purpose. To censor art 
is a problem, and I know that’s 
not what our curriculum is about 
I mean it should be exactly the 
opposite. On the other hand there 
are rules that need to be followed 
so I’m willing to compromise,” 
said Pappas. 
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There is more freedom in this than, say, a 
structured art class. 
- Matthew Willwerth 
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Spookiness has been 
spreading around 


both campuses 
By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

There were ghosts, goblins, 
nerds and Ninja Turtles running 
all over both NECC campuses 
for Halloween celebrations that 
spanned over two days for three 
events. 

The three events included two 
student Halloween 


dy bars were after they had been 
melted and put on a plate. Chris 
Lombardo, a Business Transfer 
student, said, “There was one that 
I just could not tell what it was. 
I think it was a Three Musketeer, 
but it was flat as a pancake.” 
There were not too many cos- 
tumes worn on the Lawrence 
campus, but there were enough 
on the Haverhill campus to hold a 
costume contest. The most origi- 
nal was a rocker. He had a match- 
ing red and black outfit; even his 


treat for children in the NECC 
community. They could stop at 
different offices along the route 
such as the president’s office, the 
marketing department, the library 
and many other offices around the 
school. 

Director of Student Engage- 
ment Dina Brown said, “It’s a lot 
of work, but it’s what we do.” 

At the event the Choral Club 
sang some Halloween songs and 
told some jokes to entertain the 
kids. They even did their own 

rendition of “The 


parties: one that ES a ES a ae Twelve Days 
took place on the of Christmas” 
Lawrence Cam- to a  Hallow- 


pus, and one that 
took place on the 
Haverhill campus. 
The parties includ- 
ed caramel apple 
making, cocktail 
meatballs, nachos 
and apple cider. 

Jailene Amador attended the 
event in Lawrence, where she en- 
joyed some of the food that was 
served. “The staff in the Student 
Engagement Center always make 
sure we are fed and having a good 
time,” she said. 

The event also included “Can- 
dy Bar Meltdown,” where stu- 
dents had to guess what the can- 


You get to hang ornaments 
and kiss people! 
- Noah Chicklis, 3 years old 


SUE 


hair matched. Victoria Gonzalez 
was a judge at the costume con- 
test. 

She said, “He just stood out to 
me. As I looked out at the crowd 
of costumes I would notice that 
one the most.” 

Also the Student Engagement 
Center and many other depart- 
ments in the school worked to- 
gether to organize a safe trick or 


een theme song 
called, “Thirteen 
Spooky Nights 
of Halloween.” 
The kids sang 
along and danced 
their little hearts 
out. The song was also a hit with 
a lot of the people in the Student 
Engagement Center as they all 
sang right along with the kids. 
Faculty, staff and students 
brought their children all around 
the campus. When they arrived 
in the Sports and Fitness Center, 
the kids were treated to caramel 
apples, decorating their own cup- 
cakes and cookies, and lots of arts 
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Students are participating in the “Count the Candy Corn” 
game for a chance to win a prize. 


and crafts. 

Jennifer Assenza, a Criminal 
Justice major, brought her daugh- 
ter, who was dressed as Minnie 
Mouse. They walked to every 
building that was passing out 
treats. 

“We had a great time, the peo- 
ple were so nice. It’s nice to see 
the college participating in some- 
thing like this and keeping the 
kids safe.” 


From crafts to candy and plen- 
ty of walking around campus. 
The children and the students, as 
well as the parents, really enjoyed 
their time at the trick-or-treat. Ari 
Chicklis, staff member at the Stu- 
dent Engagement Center, brought 
her three-year-old son Noah. He 
was dressed like a Ninja Turtle. 
Noah said he loves Halloween 
because “You get to hang orna- 
ments and kiss people!” 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
“Dirt dessert” and other gross-out goodies were served at 


NECC’s Halloween party. 
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How adjuncts fight for equal rights 


Lack of benefits are 
problematic for the 


adjunct professors 
By Sarau Tiso 
Features Editor 

(continued from page 1) 

“They should have the same 
pension that I have. There could 
be some friction there between 
those that are purely part time, 
and they teach at two, three, four 
institutions just to pay the rent...” 

“The percentage of adjuncts 
is pretty high. Twenty adjuncts 
could be four full time instruc- 
tors. I would like to see more 
hope for those who want/need 
a permanent full time job with 
benefits,” Developmental Studies 
Adjunct Professor, Christopher 
Corcoran, said. 

The practice of using adjuncts 
began as a way to allow work- 
ing professionals to apply their 
knowledge in the classroom, but 
as the number of students in- 
creased, the number of full time 
teachers remained stagnant. The 
additional caseload was passed 
on to these part time employees. 

“Right now it’s shrinking a 
bit, because our enrollments are 
dropping,” said LeBlanc. “His- 
torically, during great times, ev- 
erybody has work.” 

Academic Prepa- 
ration Adjunct, Kel- 
ly Boylan, adds that 
job security is often 
difficult because an 
adjunct’s course load 
is determined by 


An Inside Higher Ed article by 
Colleen Flaherty earlier this year 
said “A common refrain from ad- 
junct professors who get relative- 
ly low pay and little institution- 
al support is that their working 
conditions are students’ learning 
conditions. But many colleges 
and universities continue to ig- 
nore that message and rely on 
part-time faculty to deliver the 
majority of instruction. 

“A new paper is calling out 
those institutions for their lack of 
attention to faculty career designs 
and is demanding meaningful, 
collaborative discussions to ad- 
dress what it calls an existential 
threat to American higher educa- 
tion.” 

“Part-time adjuncts who want 
full-time jobs should have more 
full-time opportunities available 
to them,” said Corcoran. “Non-ac- 
ademic work could be combined 
with our teaching duties to create 
full-time positions with contracts 
and healthcare. We don’t always 
have to be tenure-track professors 
with a private office. Just a full- 
time job would be nice. 

“Yes, maybe we would be con- 
sidered over-qualified to do cler- 
ical work, but I doubt we would 
turn it down in order to get a 
full-time, permanent, benefitted 


For me, it is not about me instructing 
the student, it is about us finding a way 
to succeed as a two person team. 


they enjoy the flexibility the sys- 
tem offers. 

“TJ think there are varied types 
of adjuncts so they cannot be ste- 
reotyped as one group. There are 
those who want to be involved in 
the school and students and those 
who just want to teach a course 
without further interaction. Each 
person has their own schedule 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


need to do so. A lot of adjunct 
professors have a lengthy com- 
mute, and therefore limits their 
time on campus, which in turn 
reduces or eliminates their office 
hours due to the excessive incon- 
venience.” 

Technology is a definite aid to 
adjuncts with little office time. 
Corcoran said, “I do believe ad- 


but the inequality between the 
adjunct professors and the full- 
time, union protected faculty is 
undeniable and is likely to remain 
that status quo for the foreseeable 
future.” 

In 2009, the MTA, the MCCC 
and five professors, including 
NECC professor Patrick Lochelt, 
filed suit against the state seeking 


and style of health — insur- 
interaction,” : 5 ance coverage 
Saad Mee If you choose to toil away in the for adjunct 
Beaudry, an trenches as an adjunct for your entire career professors, 
adjunct for the ann : but they were 
Department (you) cannot afford to retire. unsuccessful. 
of Behavioral - Joe LeBlanc Health — insur- 
Sciences. ance costs 

Fallon said, are soaring 


“T love being around the academ- 
ic atmosphere. I enjoy the fact 
that people are trying to improve 
themselves through education 
and am genuinely grateful to be 
part of that process. A disadvan- 
tage is that I do not get to do it 
enough. 

“T have decades of industry ex- 
perience to share and would love 
to find other avenues besides the 
classroom to make that happen. 
With the help of the department 
staff, I’m starting to make some 
progress.” 

Another glaring difference for 
an adjunct professor is their lack 
of accessibility for 
students who may 
be seeking extra 
help. Full time 
professors also 
serve as advisers 
and they have the 


student enrollment. - Jerome Fallon opportunity to de- 
“I strive to have a velop a bond with 
strong relationship 9 y, students. 

with my students and The MTA web- 


put their needs first. As an ad- 
junct, I don’t have an office, but I 
make myself available to my stu- 
dents,” she said. 

The result of this trend is 
that many adjunct professors are 
teaching a full caseload, some- 
times even teaching multiple 
classes at multiple campuses. 

“What’s even worse is the fact 
that ‘Jane Smith’ can work an 
entire career adjuncting and she 
will not have a pension and she 
does not have any way to retire 
unless she has a source of out- 
side income or she inherits cash. 
If you choose to toil away in the 
trenches as an adjunct for your 
entire career (you) cannot afford 
to retire,” said LeBlanc. 

Corcoran explains the give- 
and-take of being an adjunct by 
showing what happens when 
classes get cancelled: “If we don’t 
continually teach, in time we lose 
certain benefits and our pay-scale 
is reduced. But we don’t get of- 
fered courses continually and 
consistently. 

“So most of us need to have 

jobs and often, when we 
do get offered courses, those 
courses conflict with those oth- 
er jobs. Also, I am not sure of 
how it works with the seniority 
of adjuncts and who gets offered 
courses first. One colleague has 
taught eight adjunct courses!” 


position. We have paid our dues!” 
said Corcoran. 

Fairness for adjunct profes- 
sors has become a hot-button is- 
sue between state lawmakers and 
advocates for change; specifical- 
ly, The Massachusetts Teachers 
Association (MTA) and the Mas- 
sachusetts Community College 
Council (MCCC). 

Some adjuncts say their work- 
ing environment affects their 
abilities to reach students. 

“The disadvantage is not get- 
ting classes that work with your 
other jobs, inconsistency with 
course availability, never getting 
to teach those courses that you 


site states that, “Higher ed faculty 
members see this as a significant 
issue because establishing such 
connections can contribute to 
long-term success — and at times 
may determine whether a student 
remains in school.” 

Jerome Fallon, Adjunct in 
Global Studies, said, “You only 
convene for 16 classes maximum 
so it is vital to get to know your 
students quickly. Reach people 
immediately on a personal and 
respectful level from the begin- 
ning. 

“For me, it is not about me in- 
structing the student it is about us 
finding a way to succeed as a two 


juncts are able to give a more per- 
sonal level of detail because we 
simply have less students. 

“T feel I can get closer to them 
because I can spend more time 
with each one in and out of the 
classroom, can get to know them, 
their purpose, goals and reason 
for being there and how that re- 
lates to the course I am teaching. 

“I can answer emails with 
more detail, and discuss with 
them in person before and after 
class with a little more ease. As 
a core subject instructor, I simply 
have more time to explain where 
my course falls in the real world, 
their formal education, and why it 
is so important to finish it. Even if 
they hate every minute of it.” 

“Holding office hours is a lit- 
tle difficult when I have to travel 
between the two campuses with 
only a short amount of time be- 
tween classes. I often will arrive 
before class when possible or 
stay later when necessary.” said 
Boylan. 

“T feel that adjuncts have much 
passion about their discipline and 
share their entire life experience 
with students, which provides a 
true global perspective. So, they 
should be compensated based on 
the education, experience and 
creative development skills that 
they bring to the classroom. 

“Because I bring internation- 
al experience and a theoretical 
perspective to the classroom, stu- 
dents have an appreciation for the 
real concepts being taught,” said 
Beaudry. 

“T am just as much a student 
in my classroom as the students 
are (but) in different ways. It’s a 


love and cliche, but I 
are actually ; , - : do learn a lot 
better suited I strive to have a strong relationship with my stu- from them,” 
ne losing dents and put their needs first. I don’t have an office. said Bye: 

e money : an. “My role 
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be adjunct,” said Corcoran. “But 
a big disadvantage to me is when 
students ask me at the end of the 
semester and even years later 
“What courses are you teaching 
next semester? What else can | 
take with you?’ It is sad that I can 
never answer them, and it breaks 
my heart,” said Corcoran. 
However, some adjuncts say 


person team. With 30 or so stu- 
dents, that’s 30 teams you need to 
try to create. It’s time consuming 
and requires effort but it also por- 
trays to the student that you are 
committed.” 

Angel Baez, a 20 year old Lib- 
eral Arts Major, said, “Limited 
office hours hurt students ability 
to flourish and get the help they 


comfortable in doing so and to 
make them understand the value 
in those ideas and how to apply 
them in the outside world. All of 
this is not to say that college cam- 
puses are the only place where 
employees are exploited. On the 
contrary, there are quite a few 
industries that rely on sub-con- 
tractors to do much of the work, 


throughout the country but it is 
particularly noteworthy in Mas- 
sachusetts, where health insur- 
ance is mandatory. This forces 
the adjunct professors to make 
hard budgeting decisions that can 
negatively impact their quality of 
life. 

Fallon said, “Having access 
to healthcare would be great, but 
it does not look like it is going 
to happen. I know the union is 
working diligently on behalf of 
all faculty and I confess to not 
knowing as much as | should 
about the negotiations.” 

“Healthcare is a nightmare. 
But adjuncts do have an office,” 
said Corcoran. “I call it the 
“‘Dorm-Office,’ as it is like a quad 
in that it has many desks. No par- 
ties though. Or none: that I have 
been invited to. I have often said 
that if we really figured out our 
true hourly wage, we would be 
better off at Walmart with health- 
care and a set schedule. I think 
the hardest part is coming to the 
realization that it is what it is, and 
will probably always be so.” 

According to Fallon, one im- 
provement might be to have ad- 
ditional training options available 
for IT topics for adjuncts. “I get 
great support when I call in to 
the tech groups, but it would be 
ideal if there was someone there 
at night who I could visit to learn 
the nuances.” said Fallon. 

“They (the part-time instruc- 
tors) are going to get a 4 percent 
raise in January. “It’s up to the 
college to pay that 4 percent raise, 
but I’ll also say that the part-time 
instructors here are largely a 
cash cow in that you only have 
to have eight or nine in a class to 
pay the paycheck of that instruc- 
tor,” LeBlanc said. He said that 
he would like to think that there 
isn’t any friction between the full 
and part timers, but that they live 
a precarious life where they can 
never really guarantee what their 
income will be, because when 
budgets are cut, the adjunct con- 
tracts are the first to go. 

“These are a couple of points 
of great shame, I think. This state, 
with its reputation of having great 
higher ed, has this underclass of 
workers that they choose to ex- 
ploit and it needs to end,” said 
LeBlanc. 

Observer Editor-in-Chief Kim 
Whiting contributed to this story. 
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How you can beat 
the upcoming 


“winter blues” 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 


Correspondent 

With half of the fall semester 
gone and winter fast approach- 
ing, NECC students may find the 
“winter blues” hard to avoid. 

According to the Ameri- 
can Psychological Association, 
Seasonal Affective Disorder is 
estimated to affect 10 million 
Americans and is more com- 
mon in women. SAD usually 


starts to set in around daylight 
savings time and continues until 
spring. The decrease in daylight 
can cause a wide range of symp- 
toms that lead to a depressed 
mood. 

Jetting off to a tropical locale 
would be a surefire way to ease 
symptoms of SAD. Of course, 
with the cost of living and tuition 
on a constant rise, college stu- 
dents have to rely on more prac- 
tical regimens for keeping their 
spirits up. 

NECC student Rhiannon Har- 
dy said she visits a tanning salon 
al’ _ -ar. “I look better and it in- 


Starfish name 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 


Correspondent 

NECC is one step closer to 
naming the mascot of the Early 
Success Starfish Program. 

After weeks of collecting sub- 
missions for the Name the Star- 
fish contest, the Student Success 


Center sent out an email asking 
that each student cast their vote 
between Oct. 28 and Nov. 3 for 
one of the six finalists. 

The finalists were: 

-Dazzle 

-Stellar 

-Jefferson 


creases my mood,” she said. 

Methods involving light ex- 
posure, including using a light 
therapy box, may help in low to 
moderate cases of SAD. 

However, severe symptoms 
may be harder to treat without the 
use of therapy or medications. 

Students who wish to seek 
professional help with SAD are 
encouraged to visit NECC’s 
Counseling Services office for 
assistance: on the Haverhill Cam- 
pus, Room D117 in the Sports 
and Fitness Center; on the Law- 
rence Campus, Room L115 in the 
John R. Dimitry Building. 


update 


-Sparkle 

-Journey 

-Johnny Blue Fins 

Be sure to check the Nov. 18 
issue of the NECC Observer to 
find out who won the contest and 
received a bag of prizes and gift 
cards. 


REGISTER NOW 
FOR YOUR 


AND COMPLETE YOUR 
FINANCIAL AID 
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With less sunlight, Fundraising — 
some people get SAD 


at NECC 


COG and CLSC 
hold bake sales on 


both cc ~nuses 
By Racn SARCIONE 


Correspon 

NECC studeuts, staff and fac- 
ulty continue to show support for 
th: community. Student organiza- 
tions held bake sales on both the 
Lawrence and Haverhill campus- 
es last week to raise money for 
charity. 

rhe Community Outreach 
Group hosted their semi-annual 
bake sale in the Spurk lobby with 
proceeds going to the Dana-Far- 
ber Cancer Institute. 

“We typically raise between 
$200 and $300 each time we have 
a bake sale,” said COG represen- 
tative Lisa Pasho. 

COG will be hosting their 
Winter Wonderland bake sale on 
Wednesday, Dec. 2, in the same 
location. 

“We’re still figuring out who 
the money will go to,” said Pasho. 

COG meets every Monday 


from noon to | p.m. inroom C116 
on the Haverhill campus and in- 
vites all students who would like 
to get involved in helping the 
community. 

The Clinical Laboratory Sci- 
ences Club, along with faculty 
advisors Brenda Salinas and Sta- 
cy Ayotte, raised funds for the 
Bread and Roses Soup Kitchen 
during a double bake sale in the 
iHealth and Dimitry buildings on 
the Lawrence campus. 

In addition to hosting a blood 
drive at Holy Family Hospital on 
Nov. 17 and 19, the CLSC will be 
conducting a food drive to benefit 
Bread and Roses and will place 
receptacles for non-perishable 
food items on both campuses 
through Nov. 20. 

Students interested in joining 
the Community Outreach Group 
can contact Meredith Gunning, 
faculty adviser, at (978) 556- 
3539. 

Students interested in joining 
the Clinical Laboratory Sciences 
Club can contact adviser Stacy 
Ayotte at (978) 738-7895. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


REGISTEF 


for your classes 
and complete your 
financial aid paperwork 


Current Students’ Registration 
NOVEMBER 2 - DECEMBER 15 


before you leave for the 
semester. Register early to 
get the classes and schedule 
you want, and avoid long lines! 
Save $100 by registering before 
January 4 and avoid paying a late 
registration penalty. 


For more information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/next-steps. 


Meet with your assigned advisor to register. To find your 
advisor, log into MyNECC, click on“My Information,’ and then 
select “Look up my Advisor.” 
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Now1nski kicks off ge series 


Former pro wrestler 


brings concussion 
education to NECC 


By Ky Le BENson 
Sports Editor 

On Oct. 21 in the Hartleb 
Technology Center, Christopher 
Nowinski, a former Harvard foot- 
ball player, pro wrestler, NFL- 
PA advisor and author, spoke to 
about 100 people about the se- 
verity of concussions and head 
injuries. 

Nowinski, author of the book 
“Head Games” and founder of the 
Concussion Legacy Foundation, 
handed out pamphlets and sheets 
on how to prevent head injuries. 
Different sheets were prepared 
for parents, coaches and athletes, 
filled with the actual definition 
of a concussion, symptoms of a 
concussion, and what to do in the 
event of a concussion. 

Head injuries and concussions 
hit home with Nowinski because 
he suffered a severe concussion 
that put him out of sports forever. 

Concussions in profession- 
al sports have been a hot-but- 
ton topic for the past few years, 
more specifically in the NFL and 
the NHL. The fast, hard-hitting 
games put all players at risk of a 
career-ending injury. These con- 


cussions in the long term can also 
lead to death or suicide. 

In 2012, longtime NFL line- 
backer Junior Seau succumbed 
to his long-term brain injury and 
took his own life, shooting him- 
self in the chest. Seau suffered 
a type of chronic brain damage 
known as chronic traumatic en- 
cephalopathy (CTE). This type of 
brain damage has been found in 
other deceased NFL players. 

Nowinski now goes around 
the country speaking to different 
groups, talking about the impor- 
tance of concussion education. 

The “Team Up” program gives 
training sessions to educators and 
coaches, who can then teach the 
lessons locally. 


as well. 

“T think Chris and his depart- 
ment are doing an excellent job, 
presenting and making awareness 
about it,” Stratton said. 

“Heads Up” is an extension 
of the Concussion Foundation 
specially made for youth ath- 
letes, coaches, and parents. It 
highlights that concussions can 
happen at any age and can affect 
you for the rest of your life if not 
treated properly. 

Jack Roy, a coach in the 
Haverhill Junior Football League, 
was in the crowd and related the 
presentation to his youth football 
players. 

“It is extremely important for 
coaches at all levels to under- 


(66... 2, <4) "l,l ee 


We, as coaches, are on the front lines and 
must take charge in educating the 
players and the parents. 


- Jack Roy 


————————— 9 - 


“It became a concerning thing 
for me, which I found education- 
al, because this year alone I’ve 
had two kids with concussions,” 
said Darren Stratton, the coach of 
the NECC basketball team. Strat- 
ton brought his whole team to the 
presentation so they could learn 
about the severity of head injuries 


stand what is at stake here, the 
kids’ safety and overall health. 
We, as coaches, are on the front 
lines and must take charge in edu- 
cating the players and the parents. 
This is a serious issue that must 
be dealt with.” 

Roy also enjoyed Nowinski’s 
speech, 


Freshmen vs. Sophomores 


NECC Knights scrimmage 


before season starts 
By Ky Le Benson 
Sports Editor 


The season for the NECC 
Knights basketball squad is al- 
most here. They just came back 
from a tournament in New York 
and New Jersey and are just 
about ready to take on the regu- 
lar season on November 3 at New 
Hampshire Technical Institute in 
Concord, N.H. 

Before that though, the fresh- 
men and sophomores on the team 
took on each other in an inter- 
squad game on Oct. 29 to further 
their training for the upcoming 


season 

Before the game, Head Coach 
Darren Stratton talked about his 
team. 

“I like our enthusiasm, I re- 
ally like the group’s work ethic. 
They’re working extremely hard. 
The big concern for me is obvi- 
ously rebounding,” Stratton said. 

Stratton brought up rebound- 
ing because the Knights are an 
overall shorter team than most in 
the division. 

For the intersquad game, Strat- 
ton coached the freshmen, who 
were wearing blue uniforms. As- 
sistant Coach Joe Tardiff coached 
the sophomores, who sported the 
gray jerseys. 


Early in the first quarter, it was 
apparent that the sophomores had 
more experience and chemistry 
than the freshman. Sophomores 
Jonathan Paulino and Kevin Brito 
made swift plays and had great 
communication on the court. Pau- 
lino and Matthew Jameson both 
scored multiple 3-pointers. 

The sophomores continued 
to show experience on defense, 
holding back the freshman of- 
fense and making it hard for them 
to hit the net. 

The Knights first home game 
is on Nov. 10, when they face 
Dean College. Admission to the 
event will be free. 
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From L-R: NECC President Lane Glenn, Christopher 


Nowinski, Beckie Adams 


“He did a great job. I wish we 
could have had another hour or 
two more to discuss his programs 
and the research. Who better to 
talk about this issue than some- 
one with his experience?” Roy 
said. 

Katherine Regus was critiqu- 
ing Nowinski’s presentation for 
her Business Communications 
class and was impressed. 

“I have to say that I really 
liked it, he was direct and he went 
straight to the point,” Regus said. 


“He engaged with the audience 
very well trying to ask questions 
related to situations that involved 
the athletes that were sitting 
there.” 

Chris Nowinski’s presentation 
was the first of four STEM Series 
presentations at NECC. 

To find out more on brain in- 
juries and Nowinski, visit www. 
ConcussionFoundation.org. 

Observer Editor-in-Chief Kim 
Whiting contributed to this story. 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Knights players fight for ball control under the net. 


b 
Former and current Knights baseball players take at eam” 


photo on Alumni Day. 
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NECC basketball home schedule Veterans Day game information 


‘ORTHERN ESSEX 4 
BASKETBALE 


E SCHEDULE 


NECC versus pobharietedage ae 

November 12 at 6:00p.m 

Sport and Fitness Center . 
Haverhill Campus F 


¥ All Veteran's in 

Sai er will receive’a 

FREE T-shirt and be 
Be isa at half time! 


Cross Country ending 
November 7 


By KyLre BENSON 
Sports Editor 


The November 7 NJCAA Di- 
vision II] Championship meet at 
Holyoke will be the last meet of 
the season for the Cross Country 
team. Leah Finnegan will be the 
lone NECC runner at Holyoke. 

Saturday October 31 was the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island JUCO Invitational, where 
Austin Thiele placed 11th on an 
8K course, grabbing his season 
best time of 30:40. 

Finnegan ran the Women’s hoto by Sue MacAvoy Photo by Sue Maclrey 
race and finished in 28:19 ina5K. Austin Thiele after placing 11th at the Juco Invitational. Coach Thom Bradley posing with his team. 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Monday, November 9 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 6 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


ID) 1 BAY PATH 


mUNIVERSITY 


BAYPATH.EDU 


588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 transfer@baypath.edu 


Page 12 * NECC Observer + Nov.4, 2015 


Just for Fun 


@») observer.necc.mass.edu 


- 4 @theneccobserver 


S E+: bea 


Mid-Term Madness 
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Words can run in any direction, including 
diagonal, backwards and upside down 


BLACKBOARD 
BOOKS 
CALCULATIONS 
COMPUTING 
DRAMA 
ENGLISH 
ESSAY 
HOMEWORK 


LAPTOP 
LEARNING 
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LECTURES READING 
MATH SCIENCE 
MEMORIZE SOCIOLOGY 
NOTEBOOK SPELLING 
PAPER STUDY 
PENCIL SUCCESS 
PRESSURE TECHNOLOGY 
PROFESSORS TEST 
PROJECT TUTORS 

QUIZ WRITING 
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A crisp fall day on the Haverhill campus. 


The biggest scare of ‘Goosebumps’: 
how much it insults the audience 


By Jowi MEL 
Copy Editor 

kite 

“Goosebumps” currently sits 
at 73% on review aggregator 
Rotten Tomatoes. | am mystified. 
This movie somehow takes the 
dopey-fun formula of the 1995 
Robin Williams comedy “Juman- 
ji” and sucks out all likability. It 
should have been titled “Dumb, 
Pretty White People Running 
Away from Unconvincing CGI 
Monsters.” 

The movie’s opening, which 
must set some sort of record for 
nonchalant use of cliche, follows 
Zach Cooper (Dylan Minette) 
and mom Gale (Amy Ryan) as 
they ... wait for it ... move into 
their new house. Zach is mildly 
angsty because the fictional town 
of Madison, Delaware is lame, 
and because unpacking a box of 
things from his old house reminds 
him that his father died. 

I say “mildly angsty” because 
Zach is less a character capable of 
feeling angst and more a reposito- 
ry for the sort of cool, distant sar- 
casm used by bad screenwriters 
in place of actual dialogue. That 
goes for the rest of the cast, too, 
including Hannah (Odeya Rush), 
the gorgeous girl next door, and 
Champ (Ryan Lee), the dorky kid 
at Zach’s new school that will in- 
evitably become his comic foil. 


We know Champ is a dork the 
first time we see him because he 
is wearing a shirt that says “This 
Kid is Cool.” And because his 
teeth are sort of funny looking. 
And because his name is Champ. 

But I digress. We sit through 
laborious opening scenes of Han- 
nah placed in apparent mortal 
peril by her father. They’re la- 
borious because we’ve seen the 
trailers, which reveal that her fa- 
ther is not some sort of disturbed 
child-abuser, but in fact “Goose- 
bumps” author R.L. Stine (Jack 
Black). He has to prevent his se- 
cret collection of magical books 
from being opened, because they 
contain the monsters he created. 
Guess what Zach and Champ do 
in their attempt to rescue Han- 
nah? 

The premise, I’ll admit, is 
not a bad one. “Goosebumps” 
readers who have grown up can 
hardly be expected to remember 
the nitty-gritty details of Stine’s 
formulaic novels, but you can bet 
they remember the creatures. Un- 
leashing these monstrosities on 
a small town leverages the same 
visceral satisfaction many view- 
ers felt while watching “Juman- 
ji,” where Robin Williams and 
friends became passive observers 
of suburban destruction. 


But my mind raced ahead of 


the movie’s script, which offers 


Photo courtesy of Columbia Pictures 


Left to right: Odeya Rush, Ryan Lee, Dylan Minette and Jack Black scream at the 
terrifyingly dated humor of “Goosebumps.” 


few surprises and fewer laughs. 
Black is on auto-pilot here, deliv- 
ering a sensationally unfunny and 
embarrassingly mannered perfor- 
mance as Stine. Why couldn’t the 
script explore his inspiration for 
these creatures? Why couldn’t we 
be offered a compelling explana- 
tion for their transition from fic- 
tion to reality? 

No, the movie chooses to an- 
swer a different question instead: 
How much can we insult the 
intelligence of kids in the audi- 


ence? In the name of “wholesome 
family entertainment,” the mov- 
ie labors over tired, dated jokes: 
sexist ones, mostly originated by 
Jillian Bell as Zach’s aunt. She 
gives him a Bedazzled New York 
Yankees hat as a moving-in pres- 
ent, and you can almost hear the 
wah-wah music: “But auntie, this 
is a girl’s hat!” And when Champ 
makes the absurd mistake of ask- 
ing Zach to attend a dance with 
him? Wah-wah-waaah: “Two 
boys, dance together?!” 


The humor of Bell’s character 
is supposed to come from the fact 
that she’s incompetent at finding 
a man to date, ho ho. But don’t 
worry: every single character, in- 
cluding her, comes to be matched 
with a corresponding white mate 
at the end. Except Zach’s mom, 
but to be fair, they did write in a 
nice gym coach for her — it’s just 
that, like her dead husband, he’s 
forgotten by writers who couldn’t 
care less about Stine, his books or 
the kids who read them. 


